March 10, 2008

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I rise to strongly condemn the remarks
made about U.S. Senator and Demo-
cratic Presidential Candidate BARACK
OBAMA by Congressman STEVE KING of
Iowa, who said that if BARACK OBAMA
became President, al Qaeda terrorists
would, and I quote, ‘‘be dancing in the
streets in greater numbers than they
did on September 11.” Why? Because,
he said, ‘“‘of his middle name and be-
cause of who his father was.”

Senator OBAMA, like all of us in this
House, swore on the Bible to defend our
country from all enemies, foreign and
domestic. He has done nothing to war-
rant this attack. He has served his
country honorably in the U.S. Senate.
This attack on his patriotism, religion,
heritage, and middle name amount to
nothing more than a smear campaign.

I would fully expect these comments
to come from ©people like Rush
Limbaugh or Ann Coulter, not from
one of my House colleagues. There is
simply no room in this country for re-
marks like these, remarks that Mr.
KING declares he stands by.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
condemning these hateful remarks.

——

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

H.R. 3196, NAMING THE PORT JER-
VIS POST OFFICE THE E. AR-
THUR GRAY POST OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HALL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam
Speaker, just moments ago, this body
voted to pay an appropriate tribute to
a dedicated public servant in New
York’s 19th Congressional District.

On April 10, 2007, the Hudson Valley
lost one of its most involved leaders
when E. Arthur Gray, a former five-
term mayor of Port Jervis and New
York State Senator, passed away at
the age of 82 years old. He left behind
a legacy of friendship, involvement and
service that earned him a permanent
place in the heart of Port Jervis and
serves as an example of what it means
to work for the betterment of your
community.

By voting to pass legislation that
would redesignate the post office in
Port Jervis, New York, as the E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building, the
House has acknowledged the contribu-
tions of an individual who loved his
hometown and who, as a businessman,
government official and family man,
dedicated a significant portion of his
time and energy to its civic life.

Simply put, Arthur Gray was a Port
Jervis resident to the core: born Feb-
ruary 28, 1925, in Port Jervis, a grad-
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uate of Port Jervis High School before
leaving briefly for college, only to re-
turn as president and co-owner of the
Gray-Parker Funeral Home in his na-
tive Port Jervis.

Art Gray’s participation in public life
extended to government service. He
was mayor of Port Jervis from 1978 to
1988. A lifetime resident of Port Jervis,
Gray gave his undivided attention to
issues, both large and small, and was
widely known for his open-door policy.

Art Gray remains the longest-serving
mayor in the history of Port Jervis.
During his tenure he was able to rein-
vigorate the downtown area and great-
ly improve the city’s economic devel-
opment plan. Citizens of the local area
remember Art as a man who was gen-
erous in nature and willing to help
those in need. After finishing his serv-
ice as mayor, Art Gray maintained his
commitment to public service by suc-
cessfully running for a seat in the New
York State senate in 1988.

He represented the 39th Senatorial
District in that capacity until 1990. But
E. Arthur Gray’s contributions to his
city and his country were not limited
to business and politics. He served as a
lieutenant in the U.S. Naval Reserve
during World War II. He was also deep-
ly involved in community life, and the
list of organizations that count him as
a member is astounding.

At one time or another, Art Gray was
a member of the Port Jervis Commu-
nity Development Agency, the Orange
County Economic Development Agen-
cy, the National League of Small Cities
Advisory Council, St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church, Bon Secours Commu-
nity Hospital Advisory Board, Knights
of Columbus Council No. 471, Ancient
Order of Hibernians in America, Elks
Lodge No. 645, BPOE, Port Jervis Lions
Club, Tri-States Chamber of Com-
merce, Port Jervis Country Club,
Metaque Falls Hunting Club, Tri-
States Rod and Gun Club, the Port Jer-
vis Board of Education, and Port Jervis
Planning Board.

When you look at that list, you gain
a true appreciation for how much time,
energy, and dedication Art Gray de-
voted to betterment of his hometown.
However, he devoted just as much, if
not more, to his family and friends. He
was extremely devoted to his wife,
Helen; son, Gerald; daughter, Brigid;
and numerous other family members
and close friends. He is remembered by
those closest to him as enthusiastic,
optimistic, supporting, loving, and in-
spirational.

Through it all, E. Arthur Gray’s life
was deeply interwoven with the fabric
of Port Jervis, his home, and it is fit-
ting that the adoption of this bill will
help memorialize his service.

———

J 1930
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

H1433

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I stand with yet another sun-
set memorial. It is March 10, 2008, in
the land of the free and the home of the
brave, and before the sunset today in
America, almost 4,000 more defenseless
unborn children were killed by abor-
tion on demand. That’s just today,
Madam Speaker. That’s more than the
number of innocent American lives
that were lost on September 11, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,831 days
since the travesty called Roe v. Wade
was handed down by an arrogant Su-
preme Court. Since then, the very
foundation of this Nation has been
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of our own children.

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried
and screamed as they died, but because
it was amniotic fluid passing over their
vocal cords instead of air, we couldn’t
hear them.

All of them had at least four things
in common: They were each just little
babies that had done nothing wrong to
anyone; each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death; and each of their
mothers, whether she realizes it imme-
diately or not, will never be the same;
and all the gifts these children might
have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Yet, even in the full glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to
a blind, invisible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date,
those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s impor-
tant for those of us in this Chamber to
remind ourselves again of why we are
really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘“The care of
human life and its happiness and not
its destruction is the only chief and
only object of good government.”’

The phrase in the 14th amendment
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It
says, ‘“‘No State shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker,
protecting the lives of our innocent
citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here. It is our sworn
oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is that clarion declaration of the
self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Every conflict and battle
our Nation has ever faced can be traced
to our core commitment to this self-
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
con of hope for the whole world. It is
who we are.
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